
Minutes 
Meunier-Perry Chapter, NARFE 

Thursday, June 20, 2019 

 

 President Blake Crawford called the meeting to order at 11:40 AM. 

 

 Lynn Vos (Sunshine Officer/Membership Officer) introduced a new member, Roger Buornat, and a 

visitor, Brenda Ford. 

 

 Ken Trinkley (Sergeant-At-Arms) led the Pledge of Allegiance and John Hughes (Chaplain) led us in 

prayer. 

 

 Blake Crawford introduced our speaker, Derek Strickland, an Inspector with the SC Department of 

Health and Environmental Control, Bureau of Drug Control. He discussed the use and abuse of 

opioid prescriptions in our state. 

 Mr. Strickland noted that Bureau of Drug Control Inspectors are licensed pharmacists in SC, have 

at least one year of working experience in pharmacy practice, have completed the SC Criminal 

Justice Academy training, and are commissioned class I law enforcement officers.  

 Their duties are both regulatory (registrant inspections and accountability audits of controlled 

substances) and law enforcement (investigations, arrests, and prosecutions). 

 Opioids include such drugs as hydrocodone, oxycodone, morphine, heroin, cocaine, and 

fentanyl. 

 New laws, regulations, and programs are designed to reduce the overuse and illegal use of 

prescriptions for opioids. For example: 

 Using electronic prescriptions and computer printed prescriptions on tamper-resistant paper 

has reduced prescription forgeries. 

 Efforts are being made to identify employees diverting drugs for illicit use in the workplace. 

 A new database called SCRIPTS tracks what is being prescribed at each pharmacy. 

 Limitations on initial opioid prescriptions have been established for acute and post-operative 

pain management, with some exceptions. 

 In South Carolina, there were 1,001 drug overdose deaths in 2017. Of those, 782 involved 

prescription drugs, 748 involved opioids, 144 involved heroin, 235 involved cocaine, and 362 

involved fentanyl. All of these numbers were up from the previous year. 

 In Horry County, there were 103 drug overdose deaths in 2017. Of those, 84 involved prescription 

drugs, 77 involved opioids, 5 involved heroin, 37 involved cocaine, and 36 involved fentanyl. 

Numbers were down from the previous year, except for cocaine and fentanyl. 

 What can we do to reduce the number of prescription drugs that are currently in circulation, 

including opioids, stimulants, and tranquilizers?  

 Store prescriptions safely. That means not leaving loose pills laying around, locking them up 

before and after use, and keeping track of quantities remaining. 

 Take expired or unused prescriptions to drug disposal sites, such as some Horry County 

Police Department Offices, or to locations participating in the Drug Enforcement Agency 

Drug Take-Back Day, which is held twice a year.  

 Over-the-counter medications and supplements can be mixed with activated charcoal 

products (like some kitty litters) and water, then discarded in the trash. 

 



 Joyce Jones (Secretary) read the minutes from the May 16 Annual Picnic. 

 

 Joe Arsenault (Treasurer) gave the Treasurer’s Report.  

 The beginning balance on May 15, 2019 was $4,142.07. Receipts totaled $448.84 (mostly from 

picnic collections, with 36 members attending) and disbursements totaled $470 (mostly from 

picnic expenses). The ending balance on June 20, 2019 was $4,120.91 

 If our local chapter wishes to sponsor a NARFE tee marker at the Sons and Daughters of Italy 

Lodge golf tournament on August 3, benefitting five charities, it will cost $100. The Executive 

Committee will discuss this at their next meeting. 

 

 Alice Villavicencia, Alzheimer’s Research Officer, had several items to report. 

 The Alzheimer’s fund-raising tea is planned for Sunday afternoon, October 20, from 2 PM to 4:30 

PM. It will be held at the Sons and Daughters of Italy Lodge and cost $15 per person. Members 

are asked to volunteer to help with the tea, including providing items for door prizes, raffles, and 

bidding. Teas, coffee, finger sandwiches, and desserts will be served, compliments of the Lodge. 

 The Walk to End Alzheimer’s will be at Market Common on Saturday, November 2. She 

encouraged members to volunteer to sign up for the walk and/or sponsor another walker. 

 

 Blake Crawford gave the legislative report for Cathy Linta-Leader (Legislative Officer/Webmaster). 

 Members need to keep an eye on the following issues/bills this summer: Using the Consumer 

Price Index-Elderly (CPI-E) to calculate Cost of Living Adjustments (COLAs); the elimination of 

COLAs on FERS retiree pensions and a ½ percent reduction in COLAs for CSRS retiree pensions; 

and the Postal Reform Bill. 

 Blake suggested looking at the bill tracker on the NARFE website and in the NARFE Magazine.  

 

 Lynn Vos (Sunshine Officer/Membership Officer) acknowledged members having birthdays this 

month and noted that she had sent out several Get Well and Birthday Cards. Joe added that the Sons 

and Daughters of Italy Lodge will be having their second Festa Italiana on October 5-6, 2019. We will 

have a table at the event to inform people about NARFE and hopefully get some new members. 

 

 Billie Nichols (Newsletter Officer) noted that NARFE has a new database system (AMS) which among 

other things, will make membership data available more quickly. We have 155 members as of June 18, 

128 of whom have e-mail addresses. NARFE has also revised their membership forms, incorporating 

the local chapter dues payment (which is required for members to vote). 

 

 Other business items included: 

 Lynn Vos thanked Billie and Dene Nichols for their work on the newsletter each month. 

 The next State Federation Conference will be in Columbia in 2020. 

 The next Executive Committee Meeting will be Thursday, June 27 at 9:30 AM, at the Sons and 

Daughters of Italy Lodge. 

 Our next business meeting will be Thursday, September 19 at 11:30 AM, at Damon’s.  

 Debbie Arsenault and Mary Brady conducted the 50/50 drawing. 

 

 The meeting was adjourned at 1:16 PM.  

 

Minutes taken by Joyce Jones, Secretary 


