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 Cathy Linta-Leader (Legislative Officer/Webmaster) introduced our speaker, Gary Forrester. He is 

the Senior Area Horticultural Agent, Master Gardener Coordinator, and Turfgrass Specialist with the 

Cooperative Extension Service in Horry and Georgetown Counties. Gary fielded questions from the 

audience about lawn care, weed control, and other horticultural issues. 

 Major grasses for permanent lawns in South Carolina include bermudagrass, St. Augustinegrass, 

centipedegrass, and zoysiagrass. Some require more care and maintenance than others.  

 Bermudagrass needs full sun for 10-12 hours, while St. Augustinegrass needs 6-8 hours of full 

sun, and centipedegrass needs 8 hours of full sun. Zoysiagrass needs 4-5 hours of full sun. 

Grasses in shaded areas, such as around a tree, do not work well. Consider cutting down the 

tree or using mulch.  

 The Clemson Cooperative Extension Service has a series of fact sheets that address yearly 

maintenance programs for each of these lawn grasses, including mowing, thatch removal, 

aerification, weed control, insect control, fertilization, and irrigation. For more information, 

go to their Home and Garden Information Center website (hgic.clemson.edu) and follow links 

to landscape and then lawns. They have a wealth of other factsheets that also may be helpful. 

 Common weeds in this area that a member brought from her yard included crabgrass, Virginia 

buttonweed, bittercress, and dog fennel. Some weeds are more difficult to get rid of than others. 

 Weed control usually involves a preemergent herbicide and/or a postemergent herbicide. 

Proper management practices for your lawn grass can also help prevent weeds by 

encouraging a dense, healthy turf.  

 Preemergents are applied before the weed seeds germinate and work on annual weeds. They 

generally require several applications each year for long-term control.  

 Postemergents are applied to weeds as they appear, primarily broadleaf weeds, perennial 

grasses, and sedges. There are a variety of these herbicides. The one you select should be 

designed to control the weeds you have and be safe for the type of lawn grass you have.  

 If you have brown spots in your yard (and it is not a shade issue), check for drainage problems, 

such as an area that stays wet or that stays dry. If you have a localized area that is dry, there are 

wetting agents that can be added to break the surface tension so that watering is more effective. If 

not a drainage issue, consider getting your soil tested to see if there is a nutrient or pH problem.  

 To have a soil test done, you can take a pint of soil (dig 2-3 inches deep in 10-12 random spots in 

the yard) to the Horry County Extension Office. For a nominal fee, they will send it to the 

Clemson University Agricultural Service Lab for testing. Depending upon the results of the soil 

test, you may need to add some type of soil conditioner/fertilizer, add compost, aerate the soil, or 

as a last choice, strip off the soil and start over.  

 The Horry County Extension Office can be a resource to help you identify and solve your yard 

and other horticultural problems. If you have a grass or weed problem, you can send Gary an 

email with some pictures (gfrrstr@clemson.edu), call him at 843-365-6715 (main office number) or 

843-234-7713 (personal office number), or go to 1949 Industrial Park Road in Conway. 

 

 A delicious lunch was then served by the Sons and Daughters of Italy Lodge. 
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