
NARFE Chapter 1015 

Minutes of the  General Monthly Chapter Meeting In-Person-April 21, 2022, at 

the Sons and Daughters of Italy Lodge #2662, Myrtle Beach, SC  

The meeting was called to order by Vice President Sherry Gainer at 11:30 am.  

Quorum established. 

Officers present were President Blake Crawford, Vice President Sherry Gainer, 

Treasurer Joe Arsenault, and Secretary Billie Nichols. Also present were 

members of the Executive Board, Audit Committee-Chair Cathy Linta-Leader, 

Audit Committee members Mary Brady and Barbara Bryan, Chair Alzheimer’s 

Research Alice Villavicencio, Chaplain John Hughes, Sergeant at Arms Ken 

Trinkley, 50-50 Coordinator Mary Brady, Assistant 50/50 Coordinator Debra 

Arsenault. Also present were chapter members Grace Contino, Dene Nichols, 

Linda Kossow, Ray Poutre, and his spouse, and Tom Vissman and his spouse.  

Billie Nichols introduced a new member who had recently joined Chapter 1015- 

Mikaela Koncilja.  

Sergeant At Arms Ken Trinkley gave the pledge of allegiance. Chaplain John 

Hughes gave the invocation. 

Blake Crawford President introduced our guest speaker for today’s meeting, 

Natalie Bankowski, Alzheimer’s Representative. Natalie presented us with a 

highly informative update on ways to care for and recognize the symptoms of 

individuals who have loved ones who are showing signs of Alzheimer’s. She 

also stated that currently in SC there are about 95,000 people that are 

diagnosed with Alzheimer’s. She also said that it was critical to start with your 

primary doctor who could recommend a specialist to assist you in having an 

open dialogue in learning the facts on ways to cope with someone who has 

Alzheimer’s. Getting involved and socializing with others, eating healthy, and 

staying away from fast foods. Train your brain with different brain games such 

as word vocabulary exercises, body exercises, and maintaining a healthy diet 

each day are some of the recommendations she pointed out to help individuals 

diagnosed with Alzheimer’s. Also, there are many virtual education programs 

available online, and virtual support groups that caregivers can turn to for 

ways to offer guidance in caring for someone diagnosed with Alzheimer’s. 

Check with your local libraries to determine if they are sponsoring any 



programs to better assist you in understanding how to cope with a loved one 

diagnosed with Alzheimer’s.  

 

Legislative Officer Sherry Gainer gave us an update on several bills we are tracking. 

There has not been any further action on the bills we are tracking that will affect 

Social Security, WEP, or GPO.  The big story is that some Postal reform has finally been 

passed, the Postal Service Reform Act of 2021 was signed into law by the President 

and will make several changes to USPS. The notable impacts are that USPS is no 

longer required to prefund health premiums for future retirees (which has generated 

massive debt); a provision that will create a separate health plan program for postal 

employees (Postal Employees Health Plan); and a requirement that all eligible postal 

retirees go on Medicare to participate in federal health plans. 

 

 

Billie Nichols Secretary read the Minutes recorded and finalized from the 

previous meeting on March 24, 2022.  Motion made by Cathy Linta-Leader to 

approve the minutes.  Minutes approved by a consensus vote of members 

present. 

Treasurer Joe Arsenault gave the Treasurer’s Report for the chapter as of 

April 21, 2022.  

BALANCE ON HAND 3/24/22        $5,164.96 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Receipts 

50/50 Mar Mtg                                                                  $44.00 

Local Dues T Calo                                                              $5.00 

15-Apr HQ Auto Draft                                       $29.92 

Total receipts                                       $78.92 

Total Adjusted Balance                                         $5,243.88 

Disbursements 

Ck 1082 Chk to HQ Calo Dues                                       $5.00 

CK 1083 OSIA 2662 Tee Marker                                     $100.00 

Total Disbursements                                    $105.00 

Balance on Hand 4/21/22                                 $5,138.88 

Joe Arsenault 

4/21/2022 

 



 

Motion made by Billie Nichols to expend $28.36 to place an ad in the local 

newspapers to announce information on our chapter meetings (time, place, 

etc.) and encourage federal employees living in the area to become members 

of the local NARFE chapter in Myrtle Beach.  

Motion approved by a consensus vote of members present. 

The next general meeting is scheduled at the Sons and Daughters of Italy 

Lodge 2662, at 11:30 am Thursday, May  19, 2022. 

 

Motion made to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 1:30 pm on April 21, 2022. 

 

 

Billie L Nichols, Chapter 1015 Secretary  

 

 

Note: Minutes recorded on the meeting conducted on April 21, 2022, were 

distributed to members by the chapter email System on  May 18, 2022, and 

members who do not have email were notified by telephone contact. 

There were no corrections to these minutes. Minutes were approved at a 

subsequent meeting held on May 19, 2022, at the Sons and Daughters Italy 

Lodge #2662, Myrtle Beach SC. 


