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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 Blake Crawford  

 

Save These Dates 

 

 

NARFE 2021 Summer Webinar 

Topics 

 

 

Wednesday, July 13, 2 P.M. ET 

 Survivor Benefits 

  

Thursday, August 26, 2 P.M. ET 

 Pre-Retirement Tax Issues 

 

 

Questions? Members can call 

800-456-8410 for details and to 

register, visit 

NARFE.org/Institute 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming 56th Annual South 

Carolina NARFE Federation 

Conference - October 18-20, 

2021 

Conference will be held at 

Hilton Garden Inn – 406 Sigma 

Drive –Summerville, SC 29486 

Toll Free Reservations: 

Call 1-877-7829-444 for 

additional information.  

On Line Reservations: 

www.hilton.com 

 

Reservation Form is on Page 

4 of the South Carolina NARFE 

News Volume 2, Issue 1 

June-August 2021 Edition. 

Please be sure to mention  

Group Code NARFE to get the 

special Conference rate. 

 

Our chapter newsletter will 

keep you informed on any 

changes to this event. Stay 

tuned. 

 

 

 

http://www.hilton.com/


 

  

  

 CALL FOR MEMBERS 

 JOIN US IN CHAPTER MEETING 

BY ZOOM 

THURSDAY, JULY 15, 2021 AT 11:30AM 

 

 This month again I am calling on you as 

members to join us online to participate 

in our upcoming Zoom virtual General 

Chapter Meeting.  I encourage you to join 

us. For the months of January through 

June 2021 in our meetings by Zoom we 

had an average of 12 members and 

guests in attendance. Prior to the 

pandemic the chapter attendance counts 

were between of 25-30 at our in-person 

meetings at Damon’s.  

For the General Meeting scheduled for 

Thursday, a link will be sent to you by 

email on Wednesday, July 14. Wait until 

at least 10:45 AM, Thursday July 15 to 

click on MEETING IN-PERSON invite.  

Our target date for meeting in-person is 

tentatively scheduled for Thursday, 

September 23, 2021, which will be our 

annual picnic at the Sons and Daughters 

of Italy Lodge 2622 located at 7957 Moss 

Creek Rd, Myrtle Beach SC.  The menu 

and price will be furnished later this 

month so stay tuned for further updates 

on this event. 

 

  

 

 

 

We have some very talented and qualified 

Zoom members who will assist you in 

signing–on to the Zoom meetings in the event 

you experience some difficulty.  

 

If you are interested please RSVP 

Billie Nichols, at 843-839-0598 or email-

billie.nichols12SCCOAST.NET OR VIA EMAIL 

TO Blake Crawford at 

blcrawford.29526@outlook.com 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Billie Nichols 

 

Chapter 1015 membership as of 

JULY 10, 2021=138 

 

 

       Prospective New Members based on 

 AMS 

 M-112 Report for the period 

Jan 1, 2021 thru July 10, 2021 

 

 

Fran Baldarassee 

Mary Connell 

Charles Engle 

Jacqueline Kopanycia 

Sharon Taylor 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Sunshine Grins-of-The-Month: 

.  You can lead a man to Congress but 

you can’t make him think. (Milton Berle 

- remember him?) 

.  Never keep up with the 

Joneses.  Drag them down to your 

level.  (Quentin Crisp) 

.  Ideas are like rabbits.  You get a 

couple and learn how to handle them 

and pretty soon you have a dozen 

more.  (John Steinbeck) 

.  A true friend is someone who thinks 

you’re a good egg, even if you’re 

cracked. 

.  Need an ark?  I Noah guy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunshine/Membership 

Lynn Vos 

JULY-AUGUST  

 

July 

 Marybeth Hawn, 

Becky Hyman, Nancy Kirby, 

Cathy Linta-Leader, 

Don Pagani, Art Pollari,  

Roberta Rhone, Walter Van Lith, 

and 

Morris Zupan 

 

 

August 

Betty Alexakos, Grace Contino, 

Patricia Schemn, and  

Maryann West 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Reviews for Sunshine Books of the Month-Lynn Vos-

Continued: 

.  A Short History of Nearly Everything (brilliant Bill Bryson). Like 

Neil DeGrasse Tyson?  Well, then this book is right up your 

alley.  And, if you understand even a fraction of it, then you’re a 

better man than I am (obviously).  Great Book of Knowledge that Bill 

worked on for three years.  Plan on reading it in small bites or your 

head will spin off its axis.  Take it as a challenge; find out lots of 

things you never knew you didn’t know.  Just think of how 

impressed all of your unknowing friends will be when you casually 

but deliberately mention some of your genius topics in casual 

conversation.  Just take a peek at the names of the chapters (and, 

by the way, do you think anyone is going to be astute enough to 

challenge your facts?   Unless they know Bill, of course).  Lost in the 

Cosmos, Size of the Earth, A New Age Dawn, Dangerous Planet, Life 

Itself, and The Road to Us.  So, be brave, go ahead and take the 

Bryson challenge but don’t expect too, too much.  Remember, it 

took three years of research for Genius Bill.  Enjoy.    Absolutely 

confounding, but it’s fun to contemplate what’s ‘up’. 

 

.  Falling (T.J. Newman). This is Jaws at 35,000 feet!  If you have a 

fear of flying or a fear of falling, or a fear of fire, or especially of 

dying while diving, take your heart med before going 

anywhere.  Scarier still is the fact that the book is authored by a 

former flight attendant. 

 

.  The End is Always Near:  Apocalyptic Moments from the Bronze 

Age Collapse to Nuclear Near Misses (Dan Carlin).   Again, don’t be 

scared, be prepared, and don’t believe everything you’re told.  Make 

your own assessments.  Dan reminds us how things have happened 

all through history and will continue to happen so just pay attention 

and appreciate how we get through it all.  The History Channel will 

remind you of that, too.  Not a doom and gloom book but a reminder 

to lift our heads from our phones now and then to witness life in 

real-time. 

 

 

 

 



 

Reviews for Sunshine Books of the Month-Lynn Vos-

Continued: 

 

.  The Plague Year - America in the Time of COVID 

(Lawrence Wright). What Wright tells us about our 

capacity to handle future crises is ‘not reassuring’.  The 

book is not a book of heroes.  He reminds us that China 

was slow to warn the world, the CDC accepted China’s 

reluctance and muffed early testing.  In the end, very few 

government figures emerge with their reputations 

enhanced.   Wright is at his commanding best when he 

places the pandemic in a historical context.  His 

passages on the Black Plague and the 1918 Spanish Flu 

are narrative marvels and ponder how our own world 

could be lastingly altered by the current 

pandemic.  Although it seems to be in the rearview 

mirror, too much resistance may cause an uncertain 

result.  Unfortunately, he is not greatly optimistic.  Asked 

if he is hopeful, he replies, “How could you be at this 

point?” 

 

Points to ponder....anyway, the hot summer may 

encourage us to sit back with an ice-cold drink and 

catch up on some reading...and educating? 

  



 

 
Legislative Officer 

Sherry Gainer 

 

Hello July, and hello masks? I am in Ohio and most businesses 

have dropped the mask requirement, but with the growth of 

the delta variant, I have decided to be safe and mask up 

anyway. I admit that it is nice to not worry about full makeup! 

Hope you all have remained safe and are looking forward to 

resuming our in-person meetings this fall. 

It is still looking like a record COLA increase, which stood at 

5.6% through May. Bad news if you are FERS as you will 

receive 1% less of any COLA over 3%, making you less than a 

whole.  

 

Federal employees scored an additional holiday, when S. 475, 

the Juneteenth National Independence Day Act, was passed 

by Congress and signed by President Biden. It will be 

celebrated on June 19. One less month without a holiday! 

 

 

 

 

 



Legislative Officer-Sherry Gainer-Continued: 

 

 Federal Pay and Benefits 

o H.R. 392: FAIR Act, to provide 3.2% pay raise to 

federal employees, referred to the House 

Committee on Oversight and Reform on 1/21/21; no 

further action 

 Support Reform/Repeal of WEP/GPO 

o H.R. 82: Social Security Fairness Act of 2021 (Jan 

4, 2021)—seeks to amend title II of the Social 

Security Act to repeal the GPO and WEP; referred to 

the Committee on Ways and Means on 1/4/21; no 

further action 

o H.R. 2337: Rep. Richard Neal has reintroduced H.R. 

4540 Public Servants Protection and Fairness Act, 

which was not acted upon in the 116th Congress; it  

o would recalculate and reduce the WEP reduction; 

referred to Committee on Ways and Means on 

4/1/21; no further action 

 

 

 Support Accurate COLA for Retirees 

o H.R. 304: Equal COLA Act—would guarantee that 

FERS and CSRS retirees would receive the same 

COLA increases, using the CPI-W (for Wages, not 

CPI-E for Elderly) Referred to House Committee on 

Ways and Means on 1/13/21; no further action 

 USPS--Protect Postal Retiree Health Benefits 

o S.145: The USPS Fairness Act-- to eliminate the 

prefunding mandate for retiree health insurance 

premiums. Referred to Committee on Homeland 

Security and Government Affairs on 2/1/21; no 

further action 

 

 

 



Legislative Officer-Sherry Gainer-Continued: 

  

o H.R. 695: The USPS Fairness Act-- referred to House 

Committee on Oversight and Reform on 2/2/21; no 

further action 

o H. Res. 47 seeks to prevent the privatization of 

USPS 

o HR 3076: The Postal Service Reform Act of 2021 

affecting retiree health coverage, being amended 

by the Committee on Oversight and Reform 

beginning 5/13/21 

o H.R. 2230: DEJOY Act, prohibiting changes to 

service standards in effect January 1, 2021, 

referred to Committee on Oversight and Reform on 

3/26/21 

 

Be sure to keep in touch with our senators and representative 

by using the NARFE Action Center 

https://new.narfe.org/advocacy/legislative-action-center/ 

 

 

  

https://new.narfe.org/advocacy/legislative-action-center/


Service Officer 

Sherry Gainer  

 

So how many phishing emails and texts have you received 

lately? After my sad story about my friend and his Amazon 

email, I was surprised to receive an Amazon phish just a few 

days ago. It too had an authentic-looking logo, copyright info 

at the bottom, and knew my name. The subject stated my 

account was suspended due to access from a foreign country. 

But the message body was typical for a phish, it was totally 

unreadable formatting; it looked like they took a legitimate 

Amazon email and then pasted the message into it. So it was 

very easy to disregard! 

But to be sure, I immediately went to my Amazon account and 

checked to make sure everything was OK, which it was; but 

then I searched to see if I could report the email to them. Sure 

enough, you can send any suspicious email to Amazon, and 

they encourage you to do so, at Stop-spoofing@amazon.com. 

The next day I received a similar email from ‘Chase’, also easy 

to disregard as the email address that showed up was about 

30 digits long and obviously a phish. I forwarded that email to 

Chase as well, at phishing@chase.com. 

If you want to help, just check the company website to see 

how to report phishing, I found the information easily and it 

helps everyone! 

Now if we could just do something about those robocalls! I 

received a call from Florida a few days ago, when I listened to 

the message, the caller gave her name and her Agent ID, the 

same thing my bank contact does! Actually, I thought it was 

my bank until she said she wanted to discuss my student loan. 

I received a call from Colorado yesterday with the same  



Service Officer-Sherry Gainer-Continued: 

 

message. I admit had I answered the call I may have been 

taken in because it sounded like the same procedure the bank 

uses, so I was glad I heard the message instead. 

Here is a great website with many options for reporting 

spoofing (disguised email address), phishing (trying to get 

personal information or install malware by links in emails), and 

vishing (via voice contact scams). 

https://www.phishing.org/how-to-report-phishing 

Crooks are getting smarter and smarter, so we need to get 

smarter and more suspicious too. 

 

 



Alzheimer’s Research Officer 

Alice Villavicencio 

 

TIP FOR THE MONTHS OF JULY AND AUGUST 

Relax and be ready for the in-person Chapter    

Meeting in the Not-too-distant future 

 

 

NARFE 1015 members please sign up for the WALK TO END 

ALZHEIMER’S in Myrtle Beach, to be held on Saturday, 

November 6, 2021, at the Patriot Park, located in Market 

Commons. The program will commence at 10:00 am, but the 

walk starts at 10:30. If you do not want to walk, or are unable 

to do so, just come to support those walking. You may want to 

walk around your neighborhood, or any other place that is 

appealing to you. It is important that you join our Team and 

Donate to Alzheimer’s. You may register for the Walk by (1) 

visiting www.alz.org/walk; (2) clicking on Find a Team 

appearing under the words FIND A TEAM in bold letters, there 

insert NARFE 1015, be certain to space between NARFE and 

1015; (3) clicking on SEARCH under the Word Team; (4) 

Clicking on NARFE 1015 and Register, and Donate.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.alz.org/walk


Alzheimer’s Research Officer- Alice Villavicencio-

Continued: 

 

    

 

After Registering, Joining the Team, and Donating, make sure 

that you are giving your donation to a NARFE 1015 Walk 

Participant. You may give your donation to yourself if you 

signed up as a participant; a person on the Team other than 

yourself; or to me to fulfill my goal as Team Captain. My name 

is also listed as a participant. At the end of the Walk, all 

money collected for the persons you indicated will be credited 

to NARFE 1015. Please make sure that the money you donated 

is through NARFE 1015, otherwise, our Chapter will not get 

credit for the donation that you made. PLEASE NOTE:   YOUR 

DONATIONS TO ALZHEIMER’S RESEARCH ARE USED, IN PART, 

TOWARD FINDING THE FACTORS THAT CAUSE ALZHEIMER’S; 

DRUGS THAT MAY CAUSE ALZHEIMER’S AND THAT MAY 

DELAY  ITS PROGRESSION, AND TO END THE DREADFUL 

DISEASE.  

 

Thank you for making monetary contributions toward ending 

Alzheimer’s. 

 

  



4 July 1960 

Dene Tothill Nichols 

Picture this, 4 July 1960, my friend and I decided to take our 

kids to the National Monument in DC to watch the fireworks.  

In those days, not many people would venture as far as 

Washington on any occasion, let alone a holiday.  While my 

friend had lived in Alexandria, Virginia her entire life, I don’t 

think she had ever driven in the city traffic or had even heard 

stories about it, for that matter.  We were pretty young.   

We packed up the kids all in great anticipation of the 

experience.  My friend was driving.  She did fine until we 

headed into DC across the Memorial Bridge.  The bridge was 

packed with traffic.  She couldn’t move.  It was bumper to 

bumper.  After sitting in traffic for an hour, she panicked!  She 

threw up her hands and refused to go any further (even though 

the traffic had begun to move). Right in the middle of the 

bridge! There we sat. Horns began to blow and the dirty looks 

and name-calling from the other drivers were more than she 

could bear.   She had lost it.  It was when she began to sob 

that I offered to take over the wheel on a car I had never 

driven before. By hook or crook, we made it.   

My friend lives in Merritt Island, Florida now and, of course, I 

live in Myrtle Beach but we still talk on the 4th of July each 

year in fond memory of that hilarious occasion.  We did get to 

see the fireworks from the grounds of the monument.  It was 

like the stars coming down on us.  It was glorious.  I’m so 

happy we did that even though, at the time, it was somewhat 

adventuresome. 

 

 


