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Message from the President 

Blake Crawford  

Welcome to 2022 

Covid-19 and its vicious omicron variant 

continue to disrupt Chapter 1015’s attempts 

to continue our regular programming, 

luncheons and fellowship.   

At the urging of Alzheimer’s officer Alice 

Villavicencio, the chapter’s executive 

committee met via Zoom on Jan. 4 to review 

plans for a Tea Party fundraiser discussed at 

the December meeting and in the December 

newsletter.   

COVID cases are spiking.  The committee 

acknowledged that South Carolina has high 

positivity rates and low vaccination rates.  

It’s not likely that turnout will match our 

prior event.       

The following actions were taken. 

The Feb.  27 Tea Party fundraiser has been 

postponed.  The committee decided 

unanimously not to put chapter members and 

guests in harm’s way while infection rates 

and demand on the health care system 

continue to increase.  The chapter continues 

to work with the Sons and Daughters of Italy 

lodge on a new date.     
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The Myrtle Beach chapter of the Alzheimer’s 

Association is cutting back on in-person 

community briefings for now.  As a result, 

Natalie Bankowski will not be able to join us 

on Jan. 20 for our monthly meeting.  The 

January meeting has been converted into a 

Zoom meeting at 11:30 am on Jan. 20 to 

conduct chapter business.   

Chapter Elections closed on Jan. 4.  Results 

will be announced on Jan. 20 by Nominating 

Committee chair Cathy Linta-Leader.     

Chapter audits will be conducted at 1:00 pm 

on Feb. 7 at the Socastee Library.  If you 

would like to assist, please contact Cathy 

Linta-Leader.   

Suggestions for a March (in-person if 

possible) meeting speaker are welcomed.  

Call or email Blake Crawford to discuss.    

We have a shortened version of the 

newsletter this month. Sherry still educates 

us about legislation, and Lynn still brings 

sunshine into our lives.  Please turn the 

page and enjoy.     

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sunshine/Membership 

Lynn Vos 

Happy Birthdays for January 

Barbara Bryan, Sherry Gainer, 

John Hughes, Joann Quade, 

Marjorie Ricker and Irving Rudy 

Sunshine Grins-of-the-Month: 

  A conference is a gathering of 

important people who singly can do 

nothing but together can decide that 

nothing can be done.  

 (Comedian Fred Allen) 

.  Not forgiving is like drinking rat 

poison, then waiting for the Rat to die. 

(Novelist Ann Lamont) 

.  By age 50, everyone has the face they 

have earned or deserved.   

(George Orwell) 

.  The length of a film should be directly 

related to the endurance of the human 

bladder. 

(Alfred Hitchcock) 

 

.  The trouble with putting 2 and 2 

together is that sometimes you get 4 

and sometimes you get 22 and it’s 

usually the opposite sum that you are 

aiming for. 

 

.  Legend remains victorious despite the 

accounts of history - more memorable 

that way. (Sarah Bernhardt) 

 

.  It’s a very sobering feeling to be up in 

space, realizing that your safety up there 

was determined by the lowest bidder for 

a government contract. 

(Astronaut Alan Shepard) 

Books of the Month 

.  Hidden Valley Road:  Inside the Mind 

of an American Family (Robert Kolker) 

(Oprah Book Club recommendation). 

Do you think YOU have family 

issues?  Just take a deep breath of 

empathy for this family of twelve 

children, six of whom were diagnosed 

with severe schizophrenia.  The family 

became a focal point for scientific 

study in a quest for hope in gaining a 

deeper, personal understanding of this 

elusive disease.  What takes place in 

Hidden Valley, Colorado, was so 

extraordinary that the family became 

the first to be studied by the National 

Institute of Mental Health.  This is a 

captivating medical mystery and 

heartbreaking drama.  Lots of pics 

included in the book but not a lot of 

encouragement about overcoming this 

affliction. 

 

.  The War Outside My Window - the 

Civil War up close and personal, 

written by brilliant 12 year old LeRoy 

Wiley Gresham, 1860-1865.  This 

young boy began his daily diary after a 

horrific leg injury left him an invalid in 

1860, just as secession began tearing 

his world apart in Macon, GA.  He 

wrote accounts of the experiences he 

observed from his window for five 

years, until both the war and his life 

ended.  His unique manuscript of the 

demise of the Old South - lauded by 

the Library of Congress as one of its 

premier holdings - is published in this 

fascinating story for the first time.   

 

I know you will be enthralled and 

enriched by these courageous - albeit 

sad, true experiences. 
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Legislative Officer 

Sherry Gainer 

Has anyone tried FedHub yet? I haven’t 

taken the time yet with all the holiday 

activities going on but will do so now that 

the bleak midwinter is upon us. 

By now we have received our first annuity 

payment with the 5.9% COLA increase 

(FERS 4.9%)…and all the increased 

deductions! I have netted out an increase 

so I’m not complaining, I’ll take it! 

 

No action on any of the bills that are near 

and dear to our hearts. 

 

 Notable Recent Legislation 

 H.R. 5376: Build Back Better Bill—

has passed the House and is now in 

the Senate where it is being held 

hostage by WV Senator Joe Manchin, 

however, he is facing some 

pushback from his constituents who 

would greatly benefit from the 

provisions of the bill. 

 Debt Limit Ceiling has been raised 

for another year but the issue not 

solved. 

 Legislation of Interest 

 Federal Pay and Benefits 

 H.R. 392: FAIR Act, to provide 

3.2% pay raise to federal 

employees, referred to the 

House Committee on 

Oversight and Reform on 

1/21/21; no further action 

 Support Reform/Repeal of WEP/GPO 

H.R. 82/S. 1302: Social 

Security Fairness Act of 2021 

(Jan 4, 2021)—seeks to amend 

title II of the Social Security 

Act to repeal the GPO and 

WEP; referred to the 

Committee on Ways and 

Means on 1/4/21; still no 

further action since 

introduced 
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 H.R. 2337: Rep. Richard Neal has 

reintroduced H.R. 4540 Public 

Servants Protection and Fairness Act, 

which was not acted upon in the 116th 

Congress; it would recalculate and 

reduce the WEP reduction; referred to 

Committee on Ways and Means on 

4/1/21; still no further action 

 

 H.R 4788: Wellbeing for Every Public 

Servant Act—would fully repeal the 

WEP for those earning less than 

$5500 per month from non-Social 

Security sources 

 

 H.R. 5723: Social Security 2100: A 

Sacred Trust—would fully repeal GPO 

and WEP as well as well as increasing 

Social Security benefits. Introduced 

10/26/21; no further action. 

 H.R. 5834: The Equal Treatment of 

Public Servants Act, his bill is similar 

to H.R. 2337 in that it eases the 

burden of the WEP without repealing 

it.  H.R. 5834 offers adjustments 

according to when an individual 

retires and the flexibility to change 

the relief formula in the future. 

Introduced 11/3/21; no further action. 

 Support Accurate COLA for Retirees 

 H.R. 304: Equal COLA Act—would 

guarantee that FERS and CSRS 

retirees would receive the same 

COLA increases, using the CPI-W (for 

Wages, not CPI-E for Elderly) Referred 

to House Committee on Ways and 

Means on 1/13/21; still no further 

action 

 H.R. 4315: Fair COLA for Seniors Act- 

would require the CPI-E for Elderly 

instead of CPI-W. 

  



     

  

Continued:  Legislative Officer 

 USPS--Protect Postal 

Retiree Health Benefits S. 

145: The USPS Fairness 

Act-- to eliminate the 

prefunding mandate for 

retiree health insurance 

premiums. Referred to 

Committee on Homeland 

Security and Government 

Affairs on 2/1/21; no 

further action 

 H.R. 695: The USPS 

Fairness Act-- referred to 

House Committee on 

Oversight and Reform on 

2/2/21; no further action 

 H.R.  Res. 47 seeks to 

prevent the privatization 

of USPS 

 H.R. 3076/S. 1720: The 

Postal Service Reform 

Act of 2021—affecting 

retiree health coverage, 

being amended by 

Committee on Oversight 

and Reform beginning 

5/13/21; no further action.  

 H.R. 2230: DEJOY Act, 

prohibiting changes to 

service standards in 

effect January 1, 2021, 

referred to Committee on 

Oversight and Reform on 

3/26/21; no further action 

 

Be sure to keep in touch with our 

senators and representatives by using the 

NARFE Action Center 

 

 https://new.narfe.org/advocacy/ 

legislative-action-center/ 

 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Billie Nichols 

 

Chapter Membership as of 

January 8, 2022=129 

 

Next chapter meeting - January 

20th, Thursday, 11:30 am via 

Zoom. Please join us for this 

meeting. Further guidance and 

instructions will follow on 

procedures to follow to be 

invited into the meeting. 

Stay tuned. 

 

 

 

 



 

Continued: Genealogy 

In addition, I try to write a bitesize 

piece on those people that I 

remember as well as some history 

that I remember from my Grandma’s 

stories about her childhood. She 

talked incessantly about growing up 

in Nelson County, Virginia.   It makes 

an interesting story and possibly a 

book. I have been able to go back to 

the 1700s on one side of the Lowe 

family.  On the Simpson side, back in 

the early 1800s, my great, great, 

great grandparents had 17 

children.  Very prolific.    Can you 

imagine the number of heirs after 

100+ years?  It’s like, “I’m my own 

Grampa”.  Everywhere I turn there is 

a Simpson family.  As far as my 

Tothill side, that too is 

humongous.  My father, Sidney 

George Tothill, was born in 

London.  London’s genealogical 

records go back, practically, to the 

beginning of time.   I’ve only just 

begun and I’m already back to the 

1600s. (No Kings or Queens!) So, as 

you can see, my time is 

precious!  Gotta go now and do 

some more research!  Try it you’ll 

like it. I must warn you; however, 

genealogy is addictive but good for 

your health! 

 

Genealogy 

Try It  

Dene Tothill Nichols 

 

All shut in with nothing to do and no 

place to go?   I have a good idea!   Start 

your family history research!  You owe 

it to your children and 

grandchildren.    They need to know 

from whence they came. They may not 

care now but may appreciate your 

efforts later in life. Family Search 

offers free research material and it is 

very interesting.  To start your tree, 

enter your name and then go from 

there.  If you are worried about giving 

out too much of your private 

information, start your own private 

tree. You can still do the research 

online.  Just gather the information and 

record it privately. I have been doing 

genealogy for years.  I stop for a while and 

then avidly return.  There are so many 

avenues to explore, it never gets 

boring.  Each name in your background 

needs to be explored.  

 


